5 Lighting Projects
For sessions 10-11-12-13-14 Grad Lighting
MPT 615 Lighting

by Rick Wise
Each  week, a team of 2 or 3 DP’s will take on ONE of these projects while the rest of the class serves as crew and actor(s), leaving ALL decisions to the creative team.  “Wilbur” can be male or female.  At the discretion of the DP-team a second character may be in the scene. However, time is short, and too soon it’s time to leave class. Shots listed are a minimum.  Plan to wrap no later than 11:00.
Instructions: 
· Once you choose your project, find a real-life example of the style of lighting. Where is the key? What’s it doing? Is it bouncing off something? Where is the fill? How much? Is there any back light? What makes this scene visually strong and compelling as opposed to just getting an exposure? 
· Take at least 3 still pictures of the real-life example(s) you have found, pictures that show both the look, and the source(s) of light

· Bring these pictures to class on the day of your DP work. You will show the rest of the class these pictures so they better understand what you are up to.

· You will also make a diagram of you planned lighting, which you will also show the rest of the class.

· Plan to shoot variations to test and reveal lighting opportunities. Push the envelope. Dare to be wrong

1. Sunny door: Day: sun pours through an off-stage door that you create using flags.  Do not use an existing door. Wilbur, seated at the table, rises, stretches, exits camera left or right very pleased with himself. Question: does the light bounce off the floor, or hit Wilbur directly, or both? Which way do YOU like it? Question: does the sun come in any other openings?
· Master shot

· Close-up(s) Wilbur stretching

2, Moon at night: Night: Moon light and some off-camera practicals cast pools of warm light as Wilbur hunts for his gun. 
· Master shot

· Close-up(s) Wilbur doesn’t find the gun

3. Uniform Soft: Uniform soft light everywhere in the spirit of 24-Hour Photo (Robin Williams) as Wilbur furtively tries to hide an object. Use kinoflos from the grid through 12 x 12 silk. Augment with bounce lights as needed. This scene will surely need something from the ground. Question: how can you light from the ground without casting shadows?
· Master shot

· Close up(s) furtive Wilbur

4. High-Key: High-key day (hint: do you know what the term “high-key” really means? – look it up in our text book to be sure): Wilbur dances with himself through the room 

· Master shot

· Close-up(s) happy Wilbur

5. Flickering Neon: Night: an off-stage sign flickers on and off as Wilbur tries to find a comfortable place to rest (hint – go and look at what happens to the colors, shadows, lights that fall on people/sidewalk underneath a large blinking sign such as you can find on Broadway. Question: how many colors? how many sources?)
· Master shot

· Close-ups Wilbur frustrated

