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· If you are going to be a cinematographer or a director/cameraman, I highly recommend you buy at least one of the light meters listed below as soon as possible . When you rent or borrow a meter, you have no way of knowing what abuse this meter suffered before you. During your student days and then during your career, your exposures will depend on both the accuracy of your meter and your ability to use that meter accurately. Owning your own meter(s) helps on both counts. 

· The FIRST meter to buy: an incident meter:
· Highly recommended: Spectra Professional IV-A Digital Exposure Meter (P-2000EL-A) - Black - Digital Incident, Reflected, Footcandles and Lux Light Meter with Special Features for Cinematographers - $279 + shipping B&H

· This is the meter used by most professional DPs and gaffers, though some prefer one of the combo meters listed below

· Not recommended: the older analog version – very fragile, needs at lest an annual checkup for accuracy; you really need to buy 2 of them – some DPs still use them because the ball is by far the largest and best of any incident meter

· Budget (temporary) solution: Sekonic L-398A Studio Deluxe II - Analog Incident and Reflected Light Meter  (reflected is NOT spot meter)- $179 at B&H
· Gasser’s student price = $139

· A classic

· Excellent starter meter

· warning: keep this meter a good 2 feet away from video tapes, video cameras, and any kind of monitor as the meter contains a large magnet 

· (The Academy has a  large collection of these meters for students to use)

· Note the price of the Spectra has now dropped so much that for $100 more than the Sekonic you can buy a terrific digital meter with direct read out of t-stops, including adjustments for shutter speed changes.

· The SECOND meter to buy: a spot meter:
· Highly recommended: Pentax digital spotmeter – difficult to find as Pentax has discontinued making this meter

· On eBay they go for $300-400 (sometimes much more)

· The analog Pentax Spotmeter V goes for around $200, but I don’t recommend it because it is too fragile (see note below about eBay)

· I have both but use only the digital version

· Other Incident meters (all prices below not checked for several years):

· Sekonic L-188 Auto-Leader - Analog Ambient Reflected Light Meter -- $59 + shipping (all prices = Bhphotovideo.com unless indicated otherwise)

· Sekonic L-208 Twin Mate - Analog Incident and Reflected Light Meter $86 + shipping (reflected is NOT spot meter)
· Sekonic L-308S Flashmate - Digital Incident, Reflected and Flash Light Meter, $161 + shipping (reflected is NOT spot meter)

· Sekonic L-358 Flash Master - Digital Incident, Reflected (54°) and Flash Light Meter - Weatherproof [image: image1.png]


$259

· Gasser’s student price = $199 + sales tax

· Other Spot meters:

· Gossen Digisix Ultra Compact Digital & Analog Incident and Reflected Lightmeter - $157

· Gossen Digipro F - Flash and Ambient Lightmeter -= $252

· Gossen Luna-Pro S - Analog Incident and Reflected Light Meter - $403

· Optional: Gossen Variable Angle Attachment (Reflected Light Attachment 7.5 or 15 Degrees for Luna-Pro Meters) - $100

· Combination incident / spot (Not recommended though some DPs and gaffers go this route; the advantage is one meter provides both incident and spot; the disadvantage is these are nearly impossible to use with the Zone System)
· Konica Minolta Flash Meter 6 -- $430 + $18 for flat disk

· Sekonic L-558 Dualmaster – Digital 1° Spot/Incident/ Flash light meter, weatherproofed – about $500

· Gossen Starlite -- $500 - $640 depending on features – can be made to read Zones

· Places to buy light meters

· BHPhotoVideo.com – in general, highly recommended for photography / cinematography / digital purchases

· Gasser’s – student prices = better for Sekonics than BHPhotoVideo, but otherwise more expensive

· Quality Light-Metric = repair most meters, plus  they sell Spectras at a good price – fabulous tiny company in LA (323-467-2265)

· eBay – buyer beware, but good deals can be had, including finding a great leather case for the Pentax  Spotmeter that used to be made by Zone Vl (now out of business)

· Note: Zone Vl also offered a modification of the Pentax spots. I don’t think this modification is useful for cinematography. 

· However, you do want to get the Zone System stickers or else make your own.  (I have a spare you can Xerox and then tape onto your Pentax)

· CraigsList --  buyer beware
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