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MPT 630

MS: Cinematography 1

Spring 2006

Instructor: Rick Wise

”The writer has to take the most used, most familiar objects – nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs – ball them together and make them bounce….” Maya Angelou, Smithsonian, April 2003

	COURSE DESCRIPTION
	In this course, students experiment with concepts of the camera.  Emphasis is placed on further developing each student’s personal direction towards a Final Project.  Assigned and self-initiated projects will provide the forum for development.  There will be five class projects to produce 16mm black and white films that tell stories cinematically without the use of dialogue.

	
	

	STUDENT OUTCOMES
	This course is designed to give students an introduction to the technical and conceptual aspects of 16mm cinematography through short format filmmaking.

In the first part of the class we will explore the tools, techniques and language of cinematography.  We will do this by developing and shooting five class projects in 16mm film.  This will give you hands-on experience with cinematography, while you develop your own individual projects, which you will shoot and edit in 16mm throughout the second half of the semester.  The group project will be explained at length in class.

There will be in class quizzes  on the assigned reading almost each week. 

	
	

	PREREQUISITES
	N/A 

	
	

	CREDIT HOURS
	3

	
	

	COURSE FEES
	$400 

Entitles the student to four 100 foot rolls of black and white negative and 400 feet of processing and workprint as well as use of the Bolex cameras and tripods plus one Arri light kit or equivalent and light meters.  No telecine is included in this entitlement.

Note: students must order film from the basement lab room for their individual projects at least 7 days in advance of pickup; it takes at least 7 days for students to get back work prints once they drop off the exposed film back at the lab room

	
	

	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION
	Lecture, in class demonstrations, and critiques of assigned projects

	
	

	6 FILM PROJECTS
	One INDIVIDUAL project

· Each student gets 400’ B&W Film to shoot one individual project outside of class

· Present proposals to class  session 6;  proposal includes:

· Treatment

· Script

· Shot list

· Shooting order shot list

· Floor plans

· Storyboards (optional)

· Use available light and/or lighting kit

· Order film at least 1 week in advance of shoot

· Note it takes lab TEN days to process and work print

· Reserve equipment at least 1 week in advance

· Entitled to:

· Bolex

· Tripod

· 2 Arri light kit

· meter

· Start shooting after session 7 (earlier if you feel ready)

· Shoot the allocated 4 rolls of b&w (400’ total)
· The sooner you shoot, the more time you will have to edit
· Remember to order your film at least 7 days before you plan to shoot

· Remember it takes 10 days to get your negative processed and you work print back from the lab
· Rough cuts due and presented to class session 12 (editing on your own time)

· Final cuts due and presented to class session  15
Five GROUP PROJECTS

· Group Projects shot during class time (class allocated 30 rolls (3,000’) of B&W film. Unlike the one, large personal project, you will not be asked to edit any of these films)

· Students work in groups of 2 or 3

· Slate each roll with:

· Student name

· Project name (eg: “project 1 – tiny story” etc.)

· Date of shoot

· Class (Grad Cine 1 MPT 630)

· First group project – tell a tiny story -- shot in the streets during class time

· Shoot session 4
· Entirely hand held
· Each group allocated 1 roll

· Second group project: Documentary – shot in the streets during class time

· Shoot session 6
· Each group allocated 1 roll

· All hand-held
· Third group project: in-camera editing – shot in the streets during class time

· Shoot session 8
· Each group allocated 1 roll

· Hand-held and/or with tripod
· Fourth group project: commercial – shot in the streets during class time

· Shoot session 10
· Each group allocated 1 roll
· Can be hand-held on or sticks or a combination
· Fifth group project: Narrative Short Film – shot in the streets during class time

· Unlike the previous four group projects, each student group must present a Complete proposal due and presented to class session 9
· Shoot session 11
· Each group allocated TWO rolls

· Can be hand-held on or sticks or a combination 


	
	

	OUT OF POCKET EXPENDITURES
	Text Book (required): 

“Cinematography” by Blain Brown                                                $30.00

Materials: 

HIGHLY, HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

Purchase your own light meter – more information in first session

RECOMMENDED:

Pocket Magnifier-Flashlight Magna-Lite (Gasser/JCX/Hardware)  $18.00 

Lens cleaning paper                                                                       $  4.00

Lens cleaning liquid





$  5.00

Bulb syringe






$12.00


Tape measure






$  5.00

Can of air






$  7.00

Retractable lens brush 


                                      $ 11.00

Orange wood sticks (a.k.a. cuticle sticks)


$  2.00

Black camera tape 1”(cloth tape)



$  6.00



White camera tape 1” (cloth tape)



$  6.00

Black Sharpie
& Red Sharpie




$  4.00

Leather Gaffer’s gloves




             $10.00

Gaffer’s tape 1”





             $10.00

Clothespins (a.k.a. C47)




             $  3.00

MUST HAVE

Splicing tape






$10.00

Extra daylight spools (free from Monaco)


Free @ Monaco

3” take-up cores (4)                                                                        Free @ Monaco

100’ film boxes (free from Monaco)



Free @ Monaco

Black plastic bags (free from Monaco)


             Free @ Monaco

Camera reports





             Free @Monaco

Incidental expenses on shoots




$25.00

Alexander Books

50 East Second St.

San Francisco, CA

415-495-2992


Supplies are available at: 

Adolph Gasser 

and
            JCX Expendable Supply

181 2nd Street @ Howard
            2411 Harrison @ 20th Street

San Francisco


            San Francisco
(415) 495-3852


            (415) 841-2440

	
	

	ASSIGNMENTS
	Students are expected to spend a minimum of 10 hours per week on projects outside of class. All projects are due on the specified dates (see course schedule).  A late project is marked down one grade (B to C etc.) each week it is late..

	
	

	METHODS OF EVALUATION
	Attendance, Assignments, Quizzes, Projects, Midterm and Final Exams, as applicable.

	
	

	COURSE OUTLINE
	

	
	

	Session 1
	Introductions and course outline; the structure and language of film: script, casting, types of shots, light, shadow, color, B&W, rhythm; screen opening of “March of the Penguins”

Light meters -- handout

Department procedures for equipment checkout, film checkout. 

Begin Bolex demo.  

Assignment: Purchase textbook, “Cinematography” by Blain Brown.  Read Chapter ??.

	
	

	Session 2
	Quiz on reading

Film production process, components of film, negative, positive, and print stocks, magnetic sound film, exposure ranges.

Break class into groups of 2-3 (5 groups total). 

Demo:

· Continue Bolex demo/checkout including loading the camera.

· Demo incident light meters.

Explanation “complete proposal” means

Assignment:  Study the Bolex manual for hands-on test on week 3. The test will be part of your grade. The students who fail the test will not be able to check the camera out until the pass the test.

Assignment: Read 

	
	

	Session 3
	Quiz on reading

Bolex Test! The test will be one on one with the instructor.  The test is part of your grade.

While the test in being performed, the groups will be preparing complete proposals for the group “Narrative Short Story”  according to the guidelines presented last week. 

Assignment :
Read 

Note that Final Individual project complete proposal is due on week 6th.

Scout, secure and schedule locations, talent, crew and equipment for final project.

	
	

	Session 4

PROGRESS GRADES (EXCEPT SUMMER)
	Quiz on Reading

First Group project – tiny story – must contain at least one wide shot, one medium, one close-up

Recommended if not already done so: in preparation for Documentary group shoot, screen “Man With a Movie Camera” by Diga Vertov in preparation for your first in-class / documentary assignment

Assignment: Read:

	
	

	Session 5
	Quiz on reading.

Discuss: coverage, composition according to narrative language, and continuity; diopters for extreme close-ups; checking focus with tape and with eye; the roles of director, dp, etc.and what do you do as a professional when you disagree

Demo

· Use of flexfill reflectors

· Use of arri light kit and mole kits

· Use of 2K arri open face + Chimera

Assignments: 

· Read: 

· Recommended if not already done so: Screen “Man with a Movie Camera” by Diga Vertov in preparation for your first in-class shoot, “documentary” 

	
	

	Session 6

ONLINE COURSE EVALUATIONS (EXCEPT SUMMER)
	Quiz on Reading

Shoot second class project: Documentary -- must contain at least one wide shot, one medium, one close-up

· Assignment – Study for midterm test!



	
	

	Session 7
	Mid term test will cover everything we’ve covered up to now

Demo flatbed, cutting, logging, bins, including hands-on

Screen first group projects, tiny stories

Explanation: “in-camera editing”; “assembly” vs “rough-cut”

Assignment: Read 

Plan to begin shooting your personal project this weekend.  

Rough-cuts are due absolutely no later than week 12

	
	

	Session 8
	Quiz on reading

Shoot third class project: In Camera Editing -- must contain at least one wide shot, one medium, one close-up

Assignment: Read 

	
	

	Session 9
	Quiz on reading

View and Critique Documentaries shot in class. 

.

Assignment: read 

	
	

	Session 10
	Quiz on reading

Shoot 4th class project: Narrative Short Film. -- must contain at least one wide shot, one medium, one close-up

.

Assignment: Read

	
	

	Session 11

PROGRESS GRADES (EXCEPT SUMMER)
	Quiz on reading

Shoot 5th class project: Commercial -- must contain at least one wide shot, one medium, one close-up

Assignment: Read:.

	
	

	Session 12
	Quiz on reading

Due: Rough cuts of final projects.  Consider alternative editing strategies.

Final cuts due session 15.

Read

	
	

	Session 13 

ONLINE COURSE EVALUATIONS (THROUGH END OF SEMESTER)
	Quiz on reading

Assignment: read 

	
	

	Session 14
	Final Exam

Telecine demo



	
	

	Session 15
	View Final Cuts each individual project


	ATTENDANCE
	When professionals are given a call time, they always arrive on time or earlier, allowing themselves time for traffic vagaries and anything else that can interfere with their timely arrival. This class is run under the same standards. Students are expected to attend all class meetings and final grades will reflect this policy. Attendance means arriving on time and staying for the entire class session. Each course requires that the student be present at and participate in, every class session. Failure to attend classes, tardy arrivals and early departures will be reflected in final grades as follows:

•Three (3) Ls (late arrivals) drops the final grade by ONE step (B to C, C to D...)

•Three (3) unexcused absences drops the final grade by TWO steps.

•Three (3) consecutive unexcused absences will result in being dropped from the class.

EXCUSED ABSENCES
Absences do not lower semester grades if they are excused. Absences are

excused on the following grounds only: illness, injury or other medical necessity

accompanied by a doctor's note; death in the student's family.

All work must be submitted in a timely manner. Failure to submit an assignment

or complete a project on time will be reflected in the grade for that

assignment/project. Any work that is not submitted as due will be marked down

by one step grade (B to C, C to D...) for each week that it is late. An excused

absence does not alter the deadline for assignments or projects.

PETITION FOR GRADE OF INCOMPLETE

In special circumstances a student may request a grade of Incomplete. Students

must submit a Petition for the Grade of Incomplete Form before the end of the 

term to the relevant instructor and Department Director for approval.

Authorization for an Incomplete is not automatic and approval will depend on the

circumstances leading to the request. Students may obtain Incomplete forms

from their academic advisor. Students will generally be required to demonstrate

that they are unable to complete the required class assignment because of a personal emergency, an illness or a documented family emergency. All other work must be completed and up-to-date with only the final project not completed. The petition must be approved prior to the end of the term and sent to the Records Office with the final grade roster.

Conversion of an Incomplete Into a Letter Grade

A grade of I must be made up in accordance with the instructor's requirements within the first two weeks of the following term. Failure to make up the Incomplete within this time frame results in an automatic conversion to a grade of F. (Therefore, a student who receives a grade of I for the Spring semester has until the second week of the Summer semester to change the grade.) Students who feel they have been Administratively Withdrawn from a course or courses in error should complete an Add Form and must meet with their academic advisor. Students are responsible for promptly reviewing final semester grades online using the Self Service system. A student will only be permitted to petition for a change of grade during the semester immediately following the completion of course work for the questioned grade. 



	
	

	ACADEMIC PROBATION
	Students will be placed on Academic Warning if their semester Grade Point Average (GPA) falls below a 2.0, but their cumulative GPA remains at 2.0 or higher. If their cumulative GPA falls below a 2.0, the student will be placed on Academic Probation and if their cumulative GPA falls below 2.0 for two consecutive semesters, the result is dismissal from college. If a student is dismissed, the student may apply for reinstatement after one full term has passed by submitting a letter to the Grievance Committee giving reasons for his/her academic record and requesting that re-admission be granted. 

	
	

	GRADING
	CRITERIA
Students are graded on their skill level relative to industry standards.  The student’s skill level comprises all of the following:

1. Quizzes, 20%

2. Mid Term, 15%

3. Final, 15%

4. Personal Project, including proposal, 20%

5. Group Projects, 20%

6. Class participation, 10% 

GRADE INTERPRETATIONS
A    (4 grade points)       Excellent work.

B    (3 grade points)       Good work.

C    (2 grade points)       Average performance.  Student has achieved objectives of the course.

D    (1 grade points)       Below Average. Student has not met the objectives of the course.  Student must repeat the course.

F    (0 grade points)       Failing.  Student must repeat the course.

Students are expected to complete the courses they are enrolled in, and the

Academy discourages students from dropping a class simply because they do

not expect a good final grade. A student who is doing poorly or who wants

academic assistance of any kind, at any level, is encouraged to contact the

Study Hall, Academy Resource Center, 180 New Montgomery Street, or call

415.263.8830. 

	
	

	CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE
	The classroom is a learning environment and must be kept free from disruption. The Academy has a zero-tolerance policy with regard to verbal and/or physical abuse. Violation of this policy is grounds for immediate dismissal from the Academy. Set pagers or phones to “silent.” Gas-powered scooters are not allowed in any Academy building.

	
	

	PLAGIARISM
	All works (written and visual) must be the student’s own creation.  In written works, any quotes or paraphrases from source material must be properly footnoted.  Any student who plagiarizes will receive an F for that project grade and/or their final grade.  Plagiarism is grounds for dismissal.  The above policy constitutes an official warning to each student.   Any violations will not be given a second attempt to correct.  If you have further questions about plagiarism, please see your instructor.

	
	


	SUPPORT RESOURCES
	ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (INTERNATIONAL STUDENT)
180 New Montgomery Street, Room 204, 415-263-4196

ENGLISH FOR ART PROGRAM 
Specialized instruction in English as a Second Language (ESL) is provided by the English for Art Program (EAP) at the Academy of Art University.  Students whose native language is not English may be required to complete one or more classes in the EAP, which they take concurrently with their regular art, design, and liberal arts classes.

MULTI-MEDIA LAB
The Academy English as a Second Language (ESL) Department has a state of the art multi-media language lab complete with a networked audio system, computers, CD ROM drives, a LaserDisc, VCR, and a laser printer.  The lab is to be used primarily by the ESL classes.  For more information about services, hours, or equipment, the ESL Multi-Media Lab Coordinator, at 415-274-8668.
ACADEMY RESOURCE CENTER
180 New Montgomery, 2nd Floor, 415-263-8830.

The Academy Resource Center provides information, resources, services and outside referrals to help students succeed at the Academy of Art University.  The Center coordinates Study Hall, Mentoring Program, Writing Lab, Conversation Partner Program, Presentation Skills Lab, Study Skills Tutoring and Midpoint Review Workshops. For additional information, or to make an appointment with a Resource Center Representative, visit the Academy Resource Center on the 2nd Floor of 180 New Montgomery, or call us at 415-263-8830.

WRITING LAB/TUTORING CENTER
The writing lab/tutoring center offers both individual and group tutoring lessons to all students who want to improve their written English skills for use in their visual and liberal arts classes.  Students may sign up for appointments Monday – Thursday, 9:30am – 8:30pm; Friday, 9:30 am – 5:30pm and Saturday, 10:00am - 2:00pm in Room 201, 180 New Montgomery. 

SPEAKING LAB
The Speaking Lab offers individual tutoring in oral presentation skills, from using note cards and capturing the audience’s attention, to speaking with comprehensible pronunciation and intonation. 

MIDPOINT REVIEW WORKSHOPS (MFA ONLY)
These workshops prepare graduate students for every aspect of their Midpoint Reviews. Call the Coordinator or the Academy Resource Center for information on the times and places of the meetings.
CLASSROOM SERVICES 
This program helps arrange accommodations for students with documented learning disabilities.  Limited screening is also available.

STUDY HALL
The Study Hall is located at the ARC:  180 New Montgomery, room 204, 415-263-4139. The Study Hall provides students with workshops and study groups for many art and design classes.  It can also offer one on one tutorial by special arrangement.  

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, students with disabilities who will need reasonable classroom or testing accommodations should contact Classroom Services (415-263-7742 or classroomservices@academyart.edu) prior to or within the first two weeks of the semester.  Please note that Classroom Services office has a reasonable turn around time to respond to all requests that we receive.  Please do not wait until the end of the semester to seek assistance.
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